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Welcome to our first Reading Newsletter of the school year – 

a place for us to share recommendations and support our 

children and their families in accessing and enjoying great 

books. 

Extracts of the books recommended in this newsletter can be found at: 

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk  

 

READERS AGED 3+ and 5+ 

Dance Like a Flamingo  
By Moira Butterfield + Claudia Boldt 

Learn how to move and groove like the animals do with this 

bright, fun and silly book aimed at younger readers to engage 

them in movement! Scuttle 

sideways like a crab, leap like a 

lemur, and waggle dance like a 

bumble bee. 

Meet a collection of animals 

from around the world and 

discover how they move, and 

why. The book features a 

different creature on each 

spread, along with step-by-step 

actions to help the kids move 

just like the animal. The perfect 

book to read aloud one-to-one, 

and get them hopping, 

wriggling and stretching.   

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


READERS AGED 7+ 

The Case of the Disgusting 

School Dinners 
By Angie Lake 

Being at school is boring. It’s really boring 

when you already know what you’re 

going to be. It’s really, really boring when 

you’re going to be something cool like a 

Private Investigator. Until then, Mina’s 

going to practise for her future. By 

keeping notes on all her classmates, spying on suspicious teachers, 

noticing every little- 

Wait … Aren’t school dinners a bit strange? Chicken nuggets? 

Again? On Pizza? Covered in chocolate? Nobody wants to live on 

lettuce and broccoli, but children are losing teeth over this! This 

needs investigating. This looks like a case for Mina Mistry. 

READERS AGED 9+ 

The Good Thieves 
By Katherine Rundell 
Fresh off the boat from England, Vita 

Marlowe has a job to do. Her beloved 

grandfather Jack has been cheated out of 

his home and possessions by a notorious 

conman with Mafia connections. Seeing 

Jack's spirit is broken, Vita is desperate to 

make him happy again, so she devises a 

plan to outwit his enemies and recover his 

home. She finds a young pickpocket, 

working the streets of the city. And, nearby, 

two boys with highly unusual skills and secrets of their own are 

about to be pulled into her lawless, death-defying plan. 

Katherine Rundell's fifth novel is a heist as never seen before - the 

story of a group of children who will do anything to right a wrong. 



FANCY SOMETHING 

DIFFERENT? 

Harry Potter - Christmas 

at Hogwarts: A Movie 

Scrapbook Synopsis 

By Warner Bros 

7+ Readers  

With detailed profiles on everything from Harry's Firebolt 

broomstick - a festive gift from his godfather, Sirius Black - to 

Hogsmeade, this book includes concept illustrations, behind-the-

scenes photographs and fascinating reflections from actors and 

film-makers.  Fans can revisit key moments from the films, 

including Harry Potter's first Christmas at Hogwarts when he 

receives the Invisibility Cloak, as well as his holiday spent at 

number twelve, Grimmauld Place in Harry Potter and the Order 

of the Phoenix. A must-have collectable for fans of Harry Potter, 

this book also comes packed with interactive inserts. 

FOR THE ADULTS  

It's OK Not to Be OK A Guide to Wellbeing 

Written by Dr. Tina Rae 

This is a short guide to some of the issues 

facing our young people today, in terms of 

looking after oneself and taking care of our 

mental health. Tina Rae describes herself as 

a Positive Psychologist and has used many 

of the techniques listed here in her own life 

and also in helping others as they deal with 

issues. The important message throughout 

the book is that it is OK to be you – whoever 

you are – and to need help sometimes. 



RECOMMENDATIONS BASED ON OUR KS2 AUTUMN 

TERM CLASS NOVELS 
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READING AMBASSADORS 
Our ‘Newton Bluecoat Reading Ambassadors’ 

have been chosen and are keen to help 

everyone at school love reading as much as 

they do. So far, they have been tasked with 

reading and reviewing a newly released book 

ready to go into our class libraries. Each of 

their Book Reviews will be displayed in our 

school library.  

Well done to: Rory (Y1), Aurelia (Y2), Daisy (Y3), 

Georgie (Y4), Ava R (Y5), Callum (Y6), Imogen 

(Y6).    

 

  



Have you read a book you’d love to recommend in 

the newsletter? 

Write a recommendation with the title, author, your 

name and a reason why you’d recommend it, to be in 

with a chance of it being featured in our next 

newsletter in the spring! Please pass your 

recommendation onto Miss Mansfield (Year 6). 

 

 

 


